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North Tuddenham Parish Council
MINUTES
Present: Cllrs Harding, Ellen Blake, Stapleton, Chrissy Blake, Baxter and Smith; one member of the pubic; Clerk 
1.0 Chairman’s Report and Welcome shared
	
2.0 Apologies for Absence and Declarations of Interest Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Hall.  No conflict with Agenda items or pecuniary interests declared. 

3.0 Previous Minutes 
3.1	To review and agree the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
26th November 2025 – Unanimously Agreed as a true and accurate record of events – to be signed by The Chair.
4.0	Public Session – [Limited to 20 minutes public voice] and District and County Councillor Reports
District and Norfolk County Council Reports – Report – Cllr Bambridge briefed the meeting around potential development in the village particularly post- completion of the A47 and stressed it would be prudent for the village to prepare its thoughts in advance.  NOTED by the PC.  Heavy use of North Tuddenham roads was also discussed given the current A47 diversions. Potential sites at risk of flooding were debated and Cllr Bambridge asked that The Chair share the location of any trouble-spots with him to take to raise with the IDB. The Chair thanked Cllr Bambridge for his recent report which has been circulated alongside that from Norfolk County Cllr Borrett. 
4.1 Public Questions and Comments – Nothing raised



5.0    Parish Website Update, dedicated email addresses and IT Policy (Cllr Baxter)
           5.1 To review draft IT policy for agreement and adoption – Previously circulated. 
                 Reviewed and agreed for adoption.
           5.2 To receive update around new website and dot.gov email addresses – update  
                   shared. Clerk to have handover with IT company asap.
                      	
6.0       Highways 
6.1      To receive and consider any SAM2 Data available – Data shared – Mill 
      Road site:
		November (1st-30th):
Max Speed = 70.0 MPH  on 09/11/2025 06:00:00
Total Vehicles =4,498 counts
85th Percentile Speed = 38.3 MPH
Percentage over speed limit: 56.5%
 
December(1st-7th):
Max Speed = 60.0 MPH on 02/12/2025 20:10:00
Total Vehicles =1,000 counts
85th Percentile Speed = 38.4 MPH
Percentage over speed limit: 55.5%
6.2      To receive the report of Cllr Smith on:
6.1.1 Northwestern Link Road – Next Meeting 21.01.26 - NOTED
6.1.2 A47 Upgrade – Fox Lane continues to be a casualty of the A47 upgrade works; Cllrs discussed the ongoing concerns around this; Cllr Harding continues to lobby NCC Highways to review this issue with a goal to reducing speed limits.
6.3      To note any Highways Matters for attention – Nothing noted

7.0	Village and Community Amenities Update
7.1	St Mary’s Church and PCC Report (Cllr Smith) – Cllr Smith was pleased to confirm that Rev Kirsty Long starts at St Mary’s in March, and it is hoped she will attend PC meetings; PCC accounts show £500 loss. Reduced Parish Share has been paid, and further contributions appear unlikely given the fiscal health of the Church. 
7.2	Village Hall (Cllr Ellen Blake) – Update from previous meeting is still current; next meeting planned for 9th March. Given the heavy road use, it was suggested that the Village Hall might better promote itself with new signage.
7.3	The Common (Cllr Stapleton) – Lots of seasonal maintenance has been undertaken. Feedback from meeting between Cllr Stapleton, BP and Norfolk Wildlife Trust was shared; BP feels that the Volunteers might be willing to undertake this work themselves as opposed to contracting this out to NWT. It was also AGREED that a kissing gate at the end of The Common would be an asset to ensure safe and appropriate use.  The Common being the biggest asset, Cllr Harding PROPOSED the £234 contribution should be AGREED to ensure further management and sustainability of the ecosystem and future management of The Common – see 7.3.1 – Unanimously AGREED.
	7.3	To receive any update on RPA Funding - 
	7.3.1	To discuss and agree any budget for upcoming works for the next Season including new Gate, Fencing and part-funding contribution towards Norfolk Wildlife Trust grant for works – After discussing this fully, it was PROPOSED that providing BP is comfortable, the Cllrs AGREED that the contribution of £234 will be met. Moving forward, it was AGREED a more detailed Budget for Common maintenance should be earmarked annually.  Cllrs discussed the installation of 2 new gates and a kissing-gate; access currently is prohibitive should there be any need for emergency vehicles to access the site.  The installation and provision of gates for health and safety were discussed, and it was AGREED that further quotes should be obtained. In principle, the Council were happy to progress this work pending more cost-effective quotes.  Galvanised gates will be more sustainable and therefore greater VFM.  ACTION: Cllr Harding and Stapleton to pursue; Clerk to investigate grant funding from BDC. 
7.4	North Tuddenham Community Association (Cllrs Baxter and Ellen Blake) – Christmas Fayre was a great success – did go a little over Budget but Father Christmas and his grotto were a great success, and the grotto will be used for forthcoming events – AGM being held tomorrow evening.  A variety of activities are likely to be agreed. 	
7.5       Recycling Project (Cllr Stapleton) – Work continues.  The volunteers have   
Invested in a wire stripper.  Materials to be taken to the recycling site again soon; the PC needs to ensure that a Waste Transport Note is provided with each load from April onwards – these are digitally generated.   
7.6      To receive any update around the new village sign and discuss and  
relocation of old signage (Cllr Harding and Cllr Ellen Blake) Provision of  
a new post was discussed.  Defer to next meeting.
	
8.0	Village Community Award Scheme 2026-2027
7.1	To receive update for this year’s award – This was presented and awarded to Mr Jonathan Stapleton in recognition of his services to North Tuddenham. It was AGREED that £60 budget be earmarked for purchase of the new plaque for this award. 

	
9.0	Planning
9.1	To receive and consider any new Planning Applications and review any applications made under the delegated authority of the NTPC Planning Working Group 
	9.1.1	PL/2025/1815/FMIN - White House Farm Cottages, White House Farm, Hall Lane, North Tuddenham, Norfolk, NR20 3DN Proposed Demolition of White House Farm Cottages (2No each 3 Bedroom) and Construction of 2No Detached 3 Bedroom Replacement Cottages set adjacent to/over footprint of existing cottages – [ PC Comment deadline 15th January 2026]
	Cllrs discussed this fully and unanimously SUPPORTED this application. 
9.2	To note the outcomes of any recent Planning Applications – 
9.2.4    PL/2025/1718/FMIN - Demolition of agricultural buildings, erection of new self-build dwelling and change of use of agricultural land to residential
Ash Lodge Low Road, Hockering, Dereham, Norfolk, NR20 3HF – Pending Consideration
	9.4	To receive any update around the Breckland Local Plan and its current 
Cycle of consultation – Already discussed as part of Cllr Bambridge’s report to Council. 
	
10.0	Finance 
10.1	To receive RFO’s Report – No further matters to be raised.
10.2 To Review and Agree any payments below including S137 payments:
	Payee
	Invoice Details
	£ Total
	Section 137

	V Turner 
	Clerk’s Salary, On-Costs and Expenses
	339.82 
	




	D Baxter
	Payment of Parish Online Invoice - reimbursement
	£54.00 – Original cheque has been lost in the post - AGREED
	

	J Stapleton 
	Waste Transfer payment
	£125.00 - AGREED
	



10.3 To note Bank Account Balances and note any receipts
    		 Current - £5090.93 Savings - £ £6324.61 
Receipts:  RPA Grant £1684.15; £18.40 Interest on Deposit Account
	Miscellaneous - Wood sales – £200.00
10.4 To consider and agree any further Cllr or Clerk Training Requirements –  
Nothing highlighted
10.5 To receive and consider any requests for grant funding – None Received
PCC £620.00 in April - upcoming.
10.6 To receive and re-consider Draft Budget for 2026-2027 – Cllr Baxter    
the revised budget was discussed - this included further funds allocated for Common expenditure and village sign erection costs.  The purchase of the sign has been met using Reserves.  Cllrs also noted the unexpected costs for Website revision and dot.gov email addresses.  Cllr Baxter explained the need for an 11% increase in the Precept ie £6200.00 for 26/27 – ACTION: Clerk to send request to BDC
10.7 To confirm re-appointment of Internal Auditor for 2025-2026 – The    
Virtual Auditor – Confirmed 

11.0	To review draft IT policy for agreement and adoption – Please see above – AGREED for adoption.

12.0	To discuss and agree any public consultation in respect of Defibrillator training at NARS Dereham site – Defer to next meeting

13.0	To receive update around temporary bus service provision – Cllr Harding confirmed that 2 regular buses per hour were now serving the route  
	13.1 	To note Norfolk County Cllr Borrett’s Bus Grant scheme award for improving accessibility to bus stops and a new footway between Mill Farm Road and the westbound bus stop opposite The Lodge in North Tuddenham – Cllr Harding spoke to Members about this, and Cllr Borrett has been thanked for his input in securing this work.  Discussion took place around further footpath provision in the village.  

14.0	To receive and note any correspondence received:
Emails from Breckland District Council; Emails from NALC and Norfolk PTS; emails from CAN;; Emails from Cllr Bambridge; email from Cllr Bambridge; emails from residents; Reports from Cllrs Borrett; email from Voluntary Norfolk; Breckland Planning Department; reminder invoice from Parish Online; emails from RLS Computer Services; email from Trading Standards (Avian Flu); emails from Highways – TROs; Breckland LGR Team – PowerPoint; email from Community Hornsea (Abnormal load movements); email from Community Enabler – Inspiring Communities; electoral roll updates; Emails from Highways Engineer.
15.0	AOB – To be notified to Chair prior to the meeting
	ICO Data Protection Document – ACTION: Chairman to review and confirm Clerk can publish. 
	Transfer of DBC Land – discussed and there did not seem to be any land of relevance in our Parish.
	Road to Lyng – the hedge is very overgrown – 50mph roundel is hidden.  ACTION: Clerk to write to the landowner 
16.0	To confirm the date and time of the next ordinary Parish Council Meeting as Wednesday 18th March 2026 – 7.00pm - at North Tuddenham Village Hall

Meeting closed at 20.50 with no further matters arising
Clerk.northtuddenham@gmail.com
https://north-tuddenham-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
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