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MINUTES
 of the
 Meeting of the Parish Council at 
7.00pm on 
Wednesday 18th March 2026
at North Tuddenham Village Hall 

Present: Cllrs Harding, Stapleton, Baxter, E Blake, C Blake and Smith

11 members of the public; District Cllr Gordon Bambridge and Norfolk County Cllr Bill Borrett; Clerk

1.0 Chairman’s Report and Welcome
“As I am sure you are aware, the last 2 months have been somewhat frustrating, especially around the potential of a Livestock Market and Lorry Park development in our village, along with the issues of Highways and damage to our roads from increased traffic due to A47 on-going works, which has been exacerbated by very wet January and February.  However, as you are now aware, Norwich City Council have since confirmed that they have a new preferred site, not in Breckland catchment and not in North Tuddenham. The PC and our volunteers have worked continuously around these threats to keep the community updated and to prepare should the development have gone ahead. We hope that residents now feel at ease and can begin to enjoy the upcoming Spring.”
Since the last meeting, the PC and Volunteers have achieved the following: 
· Ongoing Common maintenance work, to include having contractors on site, significantly funded by the Norfolk Wildlife Trust, to whom we thank; we have an ongoing and healthy working relationship with this Body alongside Barry and his team. 
· Potholes identified for repair throughout the village; some road signs have been replaced. Thank you to any members of the public who reported them directly.
· On-going engagement with Highways, with continuing pressure on speed limit reduction for Fox Lane, Mattishall Lane and Low Rd and challenge around traffic volumes. 
· Recycling work carried out. Big thank you to the recycling team, this work is not only good for the environment, but also the PC and Community Association bank balance. Volunteers always needed!
· “Community Club Night” and other community activities. A big thank you to the Community Association. 
· Monthly Mardle – A big thank you to Mike and his team. 
· It is positive to see we have Revd. Kirsty Long joining our Church and community – Welcome!
· Collection of SAM 2 data, with data this month! Big thank you to Thomas 	
· Checking of defibrillators, big thanks to Bill
· Looking after the village library - big thanks to Pat.
· Starting to promote the Breckland Council “Inspiring Communities Scheme” - Our Cllrs are working on this. 
· Planning for the Village Litter Pick by Adrain O’Dell and his helpers. Thanks also for
making the Bus Stop safer at Mill Road – also thanks to Simon Dann and Jonathan for helping.
· Applying for grants for the Village by Pat. Big thanks.
· Big thanks to Mark Edwards and a team of helpers raising the profile of the threat of the Livestock Market potential application, creating awareness through other potential stakeholders. 
· Cllrs and our Clerk, working in anticipation of a large-scale planning application threat
· Work on our new website, now officially launched; thank you David and Vicky.
· New Cllrs dedicated email addresses, linked to website and again, thank you to David and Vicky. 
“If I have missed anything I apologise, but on behalf of myself, the PC and our community, thank you to all involved.”

2.0 Apologies for Absence and Declarations of Interest

Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Hall. 
Standing conflicts of interest remain – no new pecuniary interests declared.

3.0 Previous Minutes 
3.1	To review and agree the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
14th January 2025 - Unanimously Agreed as a true and accurate record of events – to be signed by The Chair.
4.0       Public Session – [Limited to 30 minutes public voice for this meeting] 
            District and Norfolk County Council Reports – Previously circulated 
            4.1       Public Comment
 Discussion took place around the Livestock Market. – thanks to PC and Mr
 Edwards formally made by residents for their collective efforts. 
	 Discussion took place around ongoing concerns of traffic using diversions
	 Around the A47 roadworks – residents encouraged to make remonstrations 
	 To NCC Highways and Galliford Try directly. 
 
       

      Points to note:
· Wood Lane reopening – 27th April 2026
· Mattishall Lane road markings faded – Cllr Harding to review
· Picture and What Three Words location where possible when signposting pothole repairs to the PC.	

5.0      Parish Website Update, dedicated email addresses and IT Policy (Cllr Baxter)
           5.1 To receive update around new website and dot.gov email addresses – and 
           to confirm launch date 
           ACTION:  Clerk to support Cllr C Blake around new email address.	
           New website is up and running and more efficient.
           ACTION: Clerk - Community Association Area to be developed moving forward. 

6.0	Planning
	6.1	To receive and consider any new Planning Applications – None 
	6.2	To note the outcomes of any recent Planning Applications – 
6.2.1	PL/2025/1815/FMIN - White House Farm Cottages, White House Farm, Hall Lane, North Tuddenham, Norfolk, NR20 3DN Proposed Demolition of White House Farm Cottages (2No each 3 Bedroom) and Construction of 2No Detached 3 Bedroom Replacement Cottages set adjacent to/over footprint of existing cottages – GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS
6.2.2    PL/2025/1718/FMIN - Demolition of agricultural buildings, erection of new self-build dwelling and change of use of agricultural land to residential
Ash Lodge Low Road, Hockering, Dereham, Norfolk, NR20 3HF – Pending Consideration 
		
7.0	Finance 
7.1	To receive and consider any Report from the RFO – see below
7.2	To Review and Agree any payments below including S137 payments:
	Payee
	Invoice Details
	£ Total
	

	V Turner 


HMRC
	Clerk’s Salary

On-Costs 
	£ 613.16


£96.95
	AGREED


AGREED

	Norfolk PTS
	Affiliation Membership
	£72.00
	AGREED

	Norfolk Wildlife Trust - Contractor
	Part-funding for scrub maintenance work on The Common
	£234.00
	AGREED

	Paul Myhill – Payable to Adrian O’Dell
	Maintenance of PC hedging – Mill Road
	£78.00
	AGREED

	RLS Computers Ltd
	Provision of new website and dedicated Cllr email addresses
	£516.00 
Net £430.00

plus £86.00 VAT
	AGREED

	North Tuddenham Village Hall Committee 
	Hall rental for PC Meetings
	£170.00
	AGREED

	
	
	
	


7.3      To note Bank Account Balances and Receipts
Current – £4735.14 Deposit Account – £6340.62
Receipts - £18.01 – Interest on Deposit Account
7.4      To note, discuss and agree, any applications for Grant Funding
7.4.1	St Mary’s PPC – request for funds to support church yard maintenance and contribution towards production of the village Newsletter, The Mardle. Cllr Smith has split the application down into these two costings - £680.00 – Community Amenity – Grant of £300.00 to support grass cutting in Churchyard.  Costs for production of £380.00 appertaining to printing costs. DB PROPOSED that this grant be awarded – Cllr Smith and Baxter abstained from voting: AGREED
7.5      To confirm appointment of Internal Auditor for 2025-2026 – signature by 
RFO and Chair – The decision to support the cost of £80.00 for The Virtual Auditor to undertake the AGAR again this year was unanimously AGREED. 
7.5       Note the establishment of online banking with dual signatory in place – 
NOTED. ACTION: Cllr Baxter to support Cllr Stapleton with administration of bank documentation. 

8.0	To receive and note any correspondence received:
	Emails from Breckland District Council; Emails from NALC and Norfolk PTS; emails from CAN; email from Cllr Bambridge, Borrett; emails from, NWL group; emails from residents; emails from residents around Livestock market; emails from Eastern Daily Press; emails from Norwich City Council; emails from Village Hall Committee; Highways Agencies; emails from Galliford Try; email from Planning Department – BDC; emails from Norfolk County Council; email from Norfolk Rivers Trust; emails from RLS Computers.

9.0	AOB – To be notified to the Chair prior to the meeting
	For next meeting:
	Discussion took place around the potential need of using outside consultants to advise the PC on any future planning applications that are contentious.  Cllr Harding thanked the member of the public in the gallery for his support with planning advice during the recent Livestock Market situation.  It was recognised that some provision in the Reserves should be made for Planning support moving forward. 

	Community Association – Cllr Harding noted that the volunteer body raises considerable finance for the PC from recycling and other fund-raising events.  To recognise this contribution, he felt the PC might consider making an annual donation back to the Community Association to support its work.  This would ideally commence in the next financial year. This could be allocated S137 funding and it was agreed that ACTION: Cllr Harding to put together a funding proposal for the next meeting for the PC to formally discuss. Clerk to add to the May Agenda. 

	There will be no service in St Mary’s for Easter Sunday but a service on 12th April at 10.30am to welcome the new vicar.

	Cllr Bambridge agreed to act as a liaison point between NTPC and other PCs in the Upper Wensum Ward around collaborative planning strategies.

10.0	To confirm the date and time of the next Meeting – Annual Parish Meeting as Wednesday 20th May 2026 at 6.30pm followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council– 7.30pm - at North Tuddenham Village Hall

The meeting closed at 8.35pm with no further matters arising. 
 
Clerk to North Tuddenham Parish Council: clerk@northtuddenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://north-tuddenham-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
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