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North Tuddenham Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting held 9th July 2026

Present: Cllrs Harding, Stapleton, Baxter, Edwards and Smith (Cllr Walpole – Part)
Clerk, District Councillor Bambridge and 4 members of the public

1.0 Chairman’s Opening Remarks and welcome
Good evening, a warm welcome to our July Parish Meeting.
Thank you to members of the public and our Cllrs for attending tonight.
Thanks also to Cllr Bambridge for attending and Cllr Borrett for his Report.
As always, the last 2 months have been busy. Since the recent elections Bill Borrett is no longer representing North Tuddenham Parish at Norfolk County level, and we have a new NCC Cllr, Cllr Paul Carr, from Reform UK. 
The highlight of the past 2 months was the successful Community Association BBQ, which received very positive feedback and simultaneously, we also celebrated the Village Hall 40-year anniversary which added to the occasion.  At the BBQ, the Inspiring Communities Team from BDC presented the village with a Mindful Communities award; more about this status will be forthcoming over the next few weeks – but needless to say, we are incredibly proud. 
A big thank you to our organisers, helpers and of course, most importantly the supporters and attendees of these events.
Other achievements to note include: 
· Ongoing Common maintenance work. 
· Pot holes identified for repair throughout the village, some road signs replaced after being damaged.
· Ongoing Engagement with NCC Highways, including emphasis on speed limit reduction for Fox   Lane, Mattishall Lane, Elsing Rd and Low Rd – to date there has been no success but we continue to keep it as one of our key priorities. 
· Main road being re-surfaced. 
· Recycling work carried out. 
· “Community club night” and other planning of community activities.
· Monthly Mardle – thanks to Mike
· Musical event at the church, and collaborative discussions with our new Rector around joint working.
· Collection of SAM 2 data -  no report this month – defer to September
· Checking of defibrillators - thanks to Bill
· Looking after the village library – thanks to Pat
· Engagement with Konect bus for signage at Mill Road bus stop on Dereham to– Norwich route.  This is now confirmed to be actioned.
If I have missed anything I apologise! A big thank you to all who have been involved.
Finally, as always, it is important to thank our Cllrs and Clerk, who in the background do some great work for the PC and the village. 
	
2.0 Apologies for Absence and Declarations of Interest
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Blake

3.0 Cllr Training and Co-Option
1.0 To discuss and agree any training identified for Cllrs’ or Clerk’s CPD – Cllr Edwards and Cllr Walpole (retrospective minute) 
2.0 To review any applications for the vacancy arising from the resignation of 
Former Cllr Hall and to make any agreed co-option to the Council – 
Mr Lee Walpole’s application was shared and reviewed by Cllrs ahead of the meeting.  Discussion took place around the candidate’s suitability and Mr Walpole was invited to address the meeting Cllrs voted unanimously to co-opt Mr Lee Walpole to the Parish Council.  Mr Walpole signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and was invited to join the Cllrs. DPI to be completed asap. 
3.0	Recruitment of Clerk – Cllrs discussed recent feedback from Norfolk PTS around the vacancy and it was formally AGREED that the post would now be advertised at 4 hrs per week, and would include a working from home allowance, as well as specifying the future opportunity to encompass the RFO role as business progresses.

4.0 Public Session – limited to 15 minutes debate
Picnic table on The Common has been put forward to the Parish Council from some members of the village and it was agreed that this would be added to the September Action: Clerk to add to the next Agenda for further discussion. 

5.0 To approve the minutes of previous meetings
5.1 [bookmark: _Hlk234517668]To approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 14th May 2025 – agreed as a true and accurate record of events – to be signed by the Chair. 
5.2 To approve the Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 25th June 2026 - agreed as a true and accurate record of events – to be signed by the Chair. 

6.0 Reports of Community Groups and District and County Councillors – Reports previously circulated and shared on PC Website
District Cllr Report- Cllr Bambridge tendered his Congratulations on the Mindful Village Award and thanked the PC for inviting him to be involved in this event.  Cllr Bambridge clarified that he had shared with both Planning and Highways that whilst A47 work is ongoing, and roads in North Tuddenham remain largely in poor condition for the traffic volumes they carry, he would continue to vote against new development in the area. 
The Common – the volunteers are on summer recess but still doing odd-jobs; there are some potholes that need to be filled in the car park which Cllr Stapleton is going to address over the summer months.
Community Association – nothing more to add other than what has been detailed above.
St Mary’s Church – Cllr Smith shared that there have been some logistical issues with maintaining the green spaces of the Churchyard due to ongoing health issues of the contractor; some complaints have been received; the PCC are addressing this matter urgently.  Cllr Walpole will support if needed.  It was confirmed that the new Vicar is very supportive and appreciates that the Church needs to diversify in order to remain open,  and she is working closely with the PCC to ensure this. 
The Village Hall – 40 years old and going from strength to strength! Lettings are on the increase. 

7.0 Highways Matters
7.1 To receive any report on A47 Upgrade (Cllr Smith) – summary of the upcoming road closure and diversion dates was discussed. Cllr Smith confirmed that the contractor, Galliford Try had recently shared public drop-in event dates and continues to ensure communication is regular and accurate to ensure minimal disruption to local residents. In terms of the NWL road, new appointments at County Level are awaited which should then inform future direction with this project.  
7.2 To receive SAM2 Data – Cllr Harding – defer to next meeting
7.3 To consider any other Highways matters for attention – Couple of pot holes have been identified – Cllr Harding will pass to the Clerk for reporting. 

 8.0	Planning
8.1   To receive any new planning applications – None
8.2   To note any planning outcomes – None
8.3   To discuss any Planning Applications that the Parish Council have been
  made aware since the publication of the Agenda - None

9.0	Finance
	Payee
	Invoice Details
	£ Total
	Section 137

	V Turner 
	Clerk’s Salary, On-Costs and Expenses
	£517.15
	AGREED

	HMRC 
	PAYE
	£207.07

	AGREED

	The Virtual Auditor 
	AGAR Administration 2025-26
	£80.00
	AGREED

	Receipts to Note
	VAT Refund - HMRC
	£655.14
	

	
	Mellor Metals – Recycling
	£2359.24
	

	
	
	
	

	
	VAT Reclaim 
	£655.14
	



9.1	To receive current account balances – Current Account – £4093.19 Deposit Account £9858.69
9.2      To receive and consider any new requests for Grant Funding – None received
9.3      To confirm publication of Public Rights to Inspect PC Accounts – Notice 
Published on the website for public examination if desired. 
9.4      To confirm the action of any outstanding recommendations by IA
Clerk to update the IT Policy – See Item 10.01
Record on payments exceeding £100.00 2025-2026 - completed and uploaded to website 
The IA’s consideration that it is unusual practice for the Clerk to not hold the RFO role was again discussed; it was AGREED that this matter would remain under consideration and be re-visited again when the new clerk is appointed 
9.5      To discuss and agree supply and installation of gates at The Common (S137)
Cllr Harding confirmed that the PC had agreed in principle a budget up to £1500; a further quote has now been obtained which includes a mobility access kissing gate at £2700 for supply and installation.  To support any deficit in the original earmark of £1500, it was confirmed that Pat Baldwin had identified grant funding for £1000.00 – this, with the original budget is close to the projected spend and all AGREED that this would be justifiable expenditure – Cllr Walpole to seek two additional quotes in line with Financial Regulations and confirmation of work and spend will be made at the September meeting. 
9.6      Discuss and agree spend retrospectively for additional Community Award
This matter has now been resolved – this was donated by the engravers – Cllr Harding has emailed them and thanked them for their generosity. 
9.6	To discuss and agree expenditure for New Village Sign erection (S144) and to   
agree date of Dedication ceremony for same – Cllr Stapleton is currently seeking someone to mill The Common tree trunk which has been selected for the sign post; Cllr Stapleton will report further at the next meeting.  ACTION: Clerk to add to next Agenda

  10.0	Policy Review
	10.1	Data Protection Policy – Unanimously Agreed for Adoption 
	10.2	Planning Procedure and Protocol – defer to next meeting 
Clerk to work with Cllr Harding over the Summer to update any policies in need of review. 

 11.0     Correspondence Summary 
NWL Liaison Group; CAN Newsletters; emails from NCC Highways; BDC Planning emails; email from Norfolk ALC; TRO emails; emails from Galliford Try; emails from Norfolk PTS; email from Cllr Bambridge; emails from public around reserving North Tuddenham Village Hall; emails from BDC Elections; Local Plan emails from BDC; emails from BDC around Planning Appeal Directorate; email from parishioner about undertaking practice risk assessment for Village Hall; emails from Internal Auditor. NOTED

12.0 Urgent Business – to consider any issues raised by Councillors that the Chairman  
Considered urgent

Discussion took place around the outcomes of the Appeals with Cllr Bambridge confirming the decision process. 
PLCPL/2026/0630/MAJ– Hockering – Woodchip plant – this was discussed with Cllr Bambridge explaining that Hockering PC would be objecting to the application on the  grounds of increased traffic and environmental impact.  North Tuddenham has been invited to comment on this as an adjoining Parish previously and has done so. 
Wooden Finger Post – Mattishall Road – inscription is faded – ACTION: Clerk to report 

13.0   To confirm the date and time of the Parish Council Meeting 
          Thursday 17th September 2026 – 7pm - North Tuddenham Village Hall

Meeting closed at 20.20hrs with no further matters arising.
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