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North Tuddenham Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting held 17 September 2026

	Parish Councilors Present:
	
	

	Cllr Harding (Chair)
	Cllr Baxter
	Cllr Edwards

	Cllr Stapleton (Vice Chair)
	Cllr Warpole 
	Plus 10 members of the public 

	Clerk Turner 
	Clerk Bond 
	



1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks and welcome
Good evening, a warm welcome to our bi-monthly PC Annual Parish Meeting.
Thank you to members of the public and our Cllrs for attending tonight.
(Thanks our Breckland Councillors if attended)
As always, the last 2 months have been busy.
Today is a sad day for the PC as we say good bye to our long serving Clerk,
Vicky. Vicky has been a strong and supportive Clerk to the PC and the
community and I thank her personally, on behalf of the PC and the community.
But equally, today is a happy day as I introduce our new Clerk, Sophie Bond,
who starts tonight and over the coming weeks and months will be getting up to
speed on North Tuddenham PC. Welcome Sophie. (Helloughton and Stanton
PC and lives in Hainford)
You will note that on the agenda tonight is notification of my resignations as a
Cllr and Chairman. This could happen as quick as tonight, or if needed I will
continue for a short period until my replacement is found.
As Chairman of the PC, I set personal goals to achieve, these are nearly
complete. Working with PC and Cllrs / Clerk, key goals were, Updating and
creating new Policy documents plus required H&S documents a key one
being the Planning Policy guidance document, completing the plan of the bus
route and improved bus stops, bringing together the PC, Community
Association, Church and Village Hall to maximise the benefits of and for all,
working closely with Highways to get the most investment into our roads
possible, be it pot holes, surfacing, signs, lines etc, along the way we have as
a team achieved much more. We have dealt with larger planning applications
and local plans that our residents did not want. I feel my time is now done and
a new set of eyes and ears and of course enthusiasm is now needed to keep
pushing our village forward, for the benefit of our community, whilst taking into
consideration legislation, H&S and what are residents are brining to our
attention.
We have achieved:

· New plaques on community award
· On, going, Common maintenance work.
· Pot holes identified for repair throughout the village. Now being
monitored by Lee.
· On-going Engagement with Highways, putting pressure on speed limit
reduction for Fox Lane, Mattishall Lane, Elsing Rd and Low Rd, BUT
still with no success.
· Recycling work carried out.
· “Community club night” and other planning of community activities.
· Monthly Mardle (Mike)
· Collection of SAM 2 data.
· Checking of defibrillators, thanks Bill
· Looking after the village library
· Engagement with Konnect bus for signage at Mill Road bus stop on
Dereham – Norwich route. This is now confirmed to be actioned.
H&S and risk assessments at the common entrance.
· New gates and fence at the common, supported by a grant from
Breckland Council, via DEFRA.
· New Notice boards at the common, both ends, thank you Lee.
· Interviews for our new Clerk.
If I have missed anything I apologise! A big thank you to all who have
been involved.
Finally, as always, it is important to thank our Cllrs and Clerk, who in
the background do some great work for the PC and the village.

	
2. Apologies for Absence and Declarations of Interest
Apologies were received from Cllr Smith and were approved. 
No apologies were received from Cllr Blake.

3. Cllr Training and Co-Option

3.1 To discuss and agree any training identified for Cllrs’ or Clerk’s CPD
Cllrs Warpole, Blake and Dann were approved to undertake training. The associated costs were included within the budget agreed at the previous meeting.

3.2  To discuss and agree appointment of the new Clerk and acceptance of role by Sophie Bond – subject to agreement of terms and conditions previously shared 
Contracts were signed and Sophie Bond was appointed as the new Clerk. 

3.3  To note the resignation of Cllr Harding from the role of Cllr and Chairman and to agree a pertinent departure date
Cllr Harding submitted his resignation as Chair.
Cllr Baxter noted that an immediate resignation would be difficult to implement, particularly given the new Clerk was due to commence in post. Cllr Baxter proposed that Cllr Harding remain as Chair for a few months to allow for a smooth transition. It was agreed that Cllr Harding would remain in post until Christmas, with March being the latest possible date.
Cllr Harding suggested that the Parish Council consider increasing the precept to enable the Clerk to work additional hours.
Cllr Stapleton thanked Cllr Harding for his contribution, noting that he had achieved a significant amount during his three years as Chair.
The Council also discussed the need to identify someone to take on the role of Vice-Chair. It was suggested that information could be published on the Parish Council website and Facebook page to encourage expressions of interest.

3.4 To receive update on Co-Option process to fill vacancy arising from   resignation detailed on 3.3 above and any postponement of action
No action was required as no applications or expressions of interest had been received.

3.5 To receive any nominations to fill the roll of Chairman in the interim or as a permanent function until May 2027
No nominations were received.


4. Public Session – limited to 15 minutes debate unless otherwise directed by the Chair
A member of the public raised concerns regarding the gates at the Common. It was noted that the Common was looking good but was becoming increasingly busy. Concerns were raised as to whether the current gates were suitable for the area, particularly as access with a pushchair was difficult. A question was also raised as to why the gates had been installed.
 Cllr Harding explained that the matter had been discussed at previous meetings and that the relevant minutes were available on the Parish Council website, Facebook page and noticeboard. It was explained that improved security at the Common had been requested for several years. Quotes had been obtained and considered, and it had been ensured that the selected gates provided disability access. It was also noted that similar gates are used by Forestry organisations.
A vote was proposed and supported, and a budget of £1,500 for the gates was agreed. Cllr Warpole subsequently identified a lower-cost quotation, and Pat obtained a DEFRA grant towards the works.
The design of the gates was also discussed. The aim was to provide a low-maintenance solution, and it was agreed that steel would be more durable and suitable than wood.
A member of the public asked whether a Section 143 order had been obtained. Cllr Harding confirmed that a Section 143 order had not been obtained.
Cllr Harding explained that a risk assessment had been undertaken based on a worst-case scenario, including the possibility of a child running from the Common into the car park. The works were undertaken with the aim of mitigating identified risks and ensuring compliance with insurance requirements.
It was also noted that the Common is not currently registered with the Land Registry. The Parish Council maintains and insures the Common, and it was suggested that the Council should consider whether registration with the Land Registry would be appropriate.
A member of the public stated that they had read in previous minutes that the gates had been installed to “deter horses”. This was disputed by the Clerk and Cllr Harding. The member of the public was unable to identify which set of minutes this statement appeared in but suggested it may have been in the January 2026 minutes. Clerk Turner checked the 2026 minutes and was unable to find any reference to the gates being installed to deter horses.
Cllr Harding reiterated that the Common is recorded as a public footpath and that cyclists and horse riders do not have a legal right to use the footpath.
A discussion took place regarding the options available to horse riders. It was noted that the Common had historically been used as a safe place for riding and Cllr Baxter commented that there had been a noticeable increase in use of the Common since the Covid-19 pandemic.
Cllr Harding suggested that horse riders could approach local landowners to seek permission to ride on private land.
The possibility of creating additional bridleways was also discussed. It was noted that Highways had previously advised that additional bridleways could potentially be created. The question was raised as to whether local residents could initiate the process.
A member of the public asked whether horse riders could use the Common if they signed a disclaimer accepting responsibility for any risks. Cllr Harding advised that this would not be permitted due to insurance considerations.
It was also noted that horseboxes had been seen at the Common, suggesting that the Common may be being used by riders from outside the local area.

Members of the public commented that the Common Committee had done a good job maintaining the Common and that its improved condition was attracting visitors from further afield. Thanks were given to Barry for his hard work, including the maintenance of the paths.
It was noted that the Common is a conservation area for nature and is not intended as a recreational facility.
A member of the public expressed the view that the installation of the gates was personal and felt that the measures were directed against them. Cllr Harding stated that this was not the case and encouraged horse riders to seek alternative routes. He reiterated that the purpose of the measures was to help maintain the safety of all users.
The possibility of installing additional signage was discussed, including signage to support compliance with insurance requirements.
Cllr Harding explained that the gate is currently locked and that the access code is held by the Councillors, Clerk and emergency services. Pedestrians are therefore encouraged to use the kissing gate. Cllr Harding demonstrated how the kissing gate could be used with a pram, explaining that the user could enter the first section with the pram, close the gate behind them, open the second gate and reverse out with the pram.
Cllr Harding stated that the gate is a DDA-accessible gate designed to accommodate people with disabilities and that it had been approved by Breckland Council and DEFRA. He explained that the gate had been installed as part of measures to address health and safety considerations.
Cllr Harding stated that he had spoken to individuals who he considered may have been affected by the installation of the gate and that no concerns had been raised with him at the time. A member of the public expressed concern that they had not been directly informed about the installation.
Cllr Baxter noted that the relevant Parish Council minutes were available online. It was suggested that the matter could also be raised with Highways.
Cllr Harding stated that he would not support a proposal to remove the gates. It was explained that any change to the status of the path from a footpath to a bridleway would need to be pursued through the appropriate Highways process.


Cllr Harding suggested that Dirty Lane could be considered as an alternative route for horse riders. It should also be noted that the route is currently designated as a Public Footpath, rather than a bridleway. It was noted that the lane emerges onto a blind bend. A member of the public reported having witnessed a near miss involving a horse and a van travelling around the bend at speed, following which the horse bolted. It was therefore considered that the route may not be suitable for use as a bridleway.


5. To approve the minutes of previous meetings
1.1 To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th July 2026
The minutes were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

6. Reports of Community Groups and District and County Councillors – Reports previously circulated and shared on PC Website

6.1 The Common

6.1.1 To discuss the Risk Assessment (Previously Circulated) and the installation of new gates to The Common Entrance – to receive any Public Feedback about this matter in accordance with Standing Orders and Chairman’s permissions.
The matter was discussed and agreed.

6.1.2 To vote and agree for the adoption of the Risk Assessment (see above) And finalise any changes/amendments as agreed and other actions to be moved to next Agenda
The Risk Assessment was agreed and adopted, with all members in support.

6.1.3 To discuss and agree any permission for a small advertisement poster  for The Common entrance promoting Sale of Coffee ad Ice-Cream – not requiring planning permissions
It was noted that the Parish Council could charge for advertising signage. However, it was agreed that no charge would be made in this instance, as the Council wished to support small local businesses.
It was agreed that the signage should be of an appropriate size and not overly large. It was further agreed that, should any issues arise in relation to the signage or the business, the Parish Council would reserve the right to withdraw permission for the signage.

                   6.1.4 To discuss and agree proposed new dog waste disposal bin for The 
Common
The amount of uncollected dog waste at the entrance to the Common was discussed. It was reported that 209 instances had been counted.
It was agreed that two separate dog waste bins, one on each side of the car park, would be preferable to one larger bin. It was further agreed that, if the additional bins did not encourage dog owners to dispose of waste responsibly, the Parish Council would consider a campaign promoting responsible dog ownership, including appropriate anti-dog fouling signage.
It was suggested that, if the problem continued into the spring, the issue could be highlighted again by marking or spraying the uncollected dog waste.
It was noted that although there is a £1,000 penalty for failing to pick up dog waste, enforcement can be difficult and evidence is required.
The possibility of establishing a group of Common Rangers was also discussed, with the aim of encouraging members of the public to clear up after their dogs.
Cllr Warpole had obtained a quotation for dog waste bins. Cllr Harding requested that two further quotations be obtained for comparison.

6.1.5 To discuss and agree required new signage and agree costs.
                                      It was agreed that a budget of £400 would be allocated for a new dog waste bin, signage and works relating to the path.	
	
                          6.1.6   To discuss and agree a budget for Type 1 aggregates/plannings to form a path up to and through the kissing gate. Items 6.1.4 – 6.1.6 to be ideally within previously agreed £1500  Budget
                                         Agreed as detailed in section 6.1.5. 

7. Highways Matters
7.1 To receive any report on A47 Upgrade (Cllr Smith) 
Defer to next meeting 

7.2 To receive SAM2 Data – Cllr Harding 
Cllr Harding explained that there is currently an issue with the SAM2 data, as the device does not retain the information when the battery is disconnected.
Cllr Harding also reported that the data indicates that approximately 80% of drivers travel within the speed limit, while around 20% exceed it.

7.3 To consider any other Highways matters for attention.
Cllr Warpole reported that he had been inspecting the local roads for potholes and had been submitting photographs to Norfolk County Council Highways.
Members of the public were encouraged to report any potholes they identified by taking photographs and providing the location to the Clerk, who would then forward the information to Highways as appropriate. It was noted that potholes should meet the relevant criteria for reporting, 3 inches deep and the circumference of a dinner plate. 
It was also reported that, following recent resurfacing works, some sections of the road had not been resurfaced and that some road signs had not been reinstated. It was noted that attempts to obtain a response from Highways regarding these matters had not received a response to date.
8.0	Planning
8.1   To receive any new planning applications 
8.1.1	PL/2026/1099/FMIN - Proposed siting of 1 no. Shepherd's Hut to be used for short term rental/holiday let overnight accommodation
	Street Farm, Low Road, North Tuddenham, NR20 3DG
The Parish Council considered the application and agreed to support the proposal. Members noted the potential local benefits to the village, including supporting the local shop and public house.
8.2   To note any planning outcomes 
8.2.1 Ash Loge, Low Road, Hockering - PL/2025/1718/FMINS – APPROVED by Committee


8.3   To discuss any Planning Applications that the Parish Council have been
  made aware since the publication of the Agenda
               No additional planning applications were reported.

8.2 Any update on renewed Call for Sites for Travellers and any update on Local  Plan Consultation Comments
It was noted that North Tuddenham is not included within the renewed Call for Sites process.
9.0	Finance – Payments for Review and Approval 
	Payee
	Invoice Details
	£ Total
	Section 137
Or Other Power

	V Turner 
	Clerk’s Salary, On-Costs and Expenses
	£613.23
	

	HMRC 
	PAYE
	£145.65

	

	NPTS
	Cllr Induction Training for Cllr Walpole
	£76.80
(£12.80 VAT)
	

	NPTS
	Clerk Recruitment Support
	£240.00
(£40.00 VAT)
	

	Michael Boldero
	Gates for The Common
	£2500.00
(£416.67 VAT)
	Open Spaces Act 1906, ss. 9 and 10 or Public Health Act 1875, s. 164

	Cllr Andrew Harding 
	Reimbursement of expenses to renew defibrillator pads
AND
Reimbursement for Padlock acquisition for Common Gate
	£71.40
(£11.90 VAT)





£40.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906, ss. 9 and 10 or Public Health Act 1875, s. 164

	CAS Insurance
	Increase to annual insurance premium to cover asset of Common Gate

	£6.06
	

	Receipts to Note
	Breckland Council – Grant Funding 
	£1000.00
	

	
	Breckland Council – Recycling Credits
	£274.58
	



9.1 To receive current account balances
£4,030.41 - Current account 
£9,882.18 - Deposit account 

9.2      To receive and consider any new requests for Grant Funding
No requests for grant funding were received 

9.6	To discuss and agree any further expenditure for New Village Sign erection S144) and to agree date of Dedication ceremony for same
It was suggested that the fallen tree could be used to create a post for the sign. If the Parish Council was unable to arrange for a post to be made from the tree, it was agreed that a suitable new post would be purchased and the sign installed.
If a post could subsequently be made from the fallen tree, the sign would be transferred to the new post.
A budget of £200 was agreed. A date for the work would be confirmed once arrangements had been made.
 
9.7	To review and agree Policy for enduring agreement for Community Association funds
It was noted that the precept covers the running costs of the Parish Council. Income received from the recycling scheme is considered additional income and is used for community purposes.
The policy was agreed and signed by the Chair and Vice-Chair.
9.8	To agree the purchase of a Poppy Wreath for St Mary’s War Memorial (S137)
It was agreed that a budget of £40 was reasonable and in line with previous years. The Clerk will liaise with the British Legion to make the necessary arrangements.
9.9	To discuss any future projects ahead eligible for Parish Partnership Funding for agreement at November Meeting – Deadline for application – December 2026
A bus shelter was proposed, and it was noted that a grant covering up to 80% of the cost was available, making the proposal worthy of consideration.
Cllr Edwards agreed to research the type of bus shelter required and establish whether planning permission or any other permissions would be necessary.
It was agreed that, if the grant funding was available, consideration should be given to providing a good-quality bus shelter.
The matter will be added to the November agenda for further discussion.


  10.0	Policy Reviews
	The policies were updated with the relevant date and were accepted as amended. Clerk Bond will update the remaining six policies.

  11.0   Correspondence Summary 
Email from Chairman – A Harding; emails from members of the Public in regard to works at The Common; NWL Liaison Group; CAN Newsletters; emails from NCC Highways; BDC Planning emails; email from Norfolk ALC; TRO emails; emails from Galliford Try; emails from Norfolk PTS; email from DCllr  Bambridge; emails from public around reserving North Tuddenham Village Hall; emails from BDC Elections; Local Plan emails from BDC; emails from members of the public around A47 diversions; email from Cllr Harding.

12.0  Urgent Business – to consider any issues raised by Councillors that the Chairman  
Considered urgent
It was noted that Tud Buds was established during the Covid-19 pandemic to provide support to anyone in the community who needed assistance.
Recently, Tud Buds was contacted by a resident requesting transport assistance. When a member of Tud Buds was approached to provide a lift, they asked whether they would receive a monetary contribution.
This raised the question of whether Tud Buds should remain a voluntary group as originally intended, and what insurance requirements would apply if volunteers were to receive a nominal payment, such as a contribution towards mileage.
The Clerk will research the insurance and other relevant requirements for volunteers receiving a nominal contribution towards expenses.
It was noted that £500 had been received as a grant from Breckland Council to the Community Association for the provision of PPE for recycling volunteers.
The Community Association will transfer the grant funds to the Parish Council, with the purchase of the PPE to be made by the Parish Council. 
Cllr Stapleton had been asked by Pat to raise the matter of allotments and whether there was sufficient interest within the community, as funding had potentially been identified for this purpose.
It was suggested that information could be posted on Facebook to gauge interest and raise awareness.
The Clerk will establish whether planning permission would be required for the provision of allotments and the matter will be included on the November agenda for further discussion.

13.0   To confirm the date and time of the Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 17th November 2026 – 7pm - North Tuddenham Village Hall – please note change of week-day.

Meeting concluded at 8.45pm
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